


Leptospirosis has been found on the Northern Beaches.

Mice, rats and other rodents can carry infections that can spread to both
humans and dogs.

Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection, and the bacteria may be present in
rodent urine. Dogs may be at risk if this bacteria enters their body via
cuts or abrasions, or occasionally through the membranes of the mouth,
nose or eyes.

With the risk of more rodents being around due to the current plague,
dogs may come into contact with Leptospirosis through contaminated
stagnant water, such as in ponds or puddles, or through any direct
contact with rodents. Furthermore, the organism can survive for up to
two months in stagnant water if conditions are favourable.

Given that indirect exposure to rodents is all that is needed to infect
dogs, rural or urban dwelling dogs are both at risk of Leptospirosis
infection.

The symptoms of Leptospirosis in dogs can be non-specific, and can
include lethargic, vomiting, diarrhoea, jaundiced or yellow gums, and
changes to their kidney and liver blood enzyme levels.

If your dog lives in, or visits areas impacted by rats or mice, then they
are at risk from Leptospirosis and need to be vaccinated.

It is important to keep your dog on a lead after rain to prevent drinking
from puddles. If you have rodents around your property use pet safe
rodent control methods.

For dogs that are suspected of being infected with Lptospirosis, the
condition is often diagnosed through a combination of clinical signs and
through the results of blood and urine tests.

The treatment of Leptospirosis in dogs, involves intensive supportive
care, including intravenous fluid therapy, and a course of antibiotics.
However, the condition can cause critical illness including kidney failure,
which can be potentially fatal.

There has been multiple cases in the Inner West area of Leptospirosis in
the past 2 years – and sadly, many of the affected pets did not survive.
This is why vaccination against Leptospirosis is so important. Boosters
are required annually if your dog has been previously vaccinated, so
ensure your dog remains current with its vaccination protocol.

Leptospirosis is also a zoonotic disease, meaning that it can be of
potential risk to people as well. People are at risk of contracting
Leptospirosis when exposed to the infected urine of affected animals.
Sydney Animal Hospital



Our agility crew put on a great agility demonstration after the obedience
training on May 30th showing how much fun agility can be for you and
your dog.

We train agility every Saturday morning and our dedicated agility
instructors will show you how to train your dog to go over jumps, go
through tunnels, weave through a row of poles, go over a dog walk, an A
Frame, a see-saw and more.

So is your dog ready to do agility?

Firstly your dog needs to be over twelve months old and secondly, as
agility is an off lead sport, you need to have a good recall and a dog that
will work with you off lead.

We start beginners on the first Saturday of the month and as with
obedience classes you need to register on line to attend. As we can only
take seven new beginners every month you may be on a waiting list as
there has been a lot of interest from members wanting to train.



A member of one of the north shore dog clubs recently had her miniature poodle
stolen. Great work by a pet detective tracked the dog down and it was fortunately
retrieved, in a late night raid, and is safely back home, but not before the owner
spent several stressful days missing her beloved dog. What is so scary is that the dog
was taken during the night from an enclosed courtyard in a retirement village.
Dog theft has risen sharply since Covid, so many people have wanted to buy dogs
that prices, especially for the small fluffy cross breeds, has skyrocketed, this has
brought the thieves and scammers out across the country as there is a ready market
for dogs and puppies.
We are all security conscious in this day and age, making sure our homes and cars
are locked up tight when we leave them, but are we looking after our dog's protection
in the same way?

Some points to consider......
  Is your dog microchipped and in your name? sometimes people forget to

transfer from the breeder.

  Is your dog registered?

  Never leave your dog unattended outside shops. Not only do you risk someone
stealing your dog but nasty people have been known to release dogs for fun.

  Have locks on your gates.

  Never let you dog play out the front of your home or in the front garden
unsupervised.

  Keep your dogs in a closed/locked area during the night and in the day when
you are out.

  Have a collar with phone number on it.

  Take photographs of your dog and any distinguishing marks it may have.

  Consider installing CCTV around your home – good quality with good night-time
caption.

  Install sensor lighting around your home

  Have Facebook and Social Media settings set to highest privacy settings to
minimise personal information becoming readily available to strangers.

  Never give out too much information about your dog or the cost/value of your
dog to a stranger who may have approached you to pat your dog.



Lately the Tuesday night Frisbee class has been at St Ives under the
lights. It’s been a bit cold but we have a couple of new attendees and
some familiar faces in attendance also.
Since we (as a club) haven’t hosted any frisbee competitions lately
anyone who has been wanting to compete has travelled to Canberra and
braved the even colder winters nights down there.
The latest competition was run on a Friday evening and once the sun
went down it got super cold. The dogs didn’t mind the cooler
temperatures but our bodies and most importantly our hands were not so
impressed.
Our club members enjoyed success in the 3 games that were offered that
evening with 1st 2nd and 3rd placings and Personal Bests for a few of the
teams too.
The dogs previously acquired Agility skills helped the teams in the Agility
Crossover game that was offered (Frizgility) and our foundation work
involving speedy retrieve work paid off in the Time Warp and Far Out
games.
The current competition series in Canberra is a series of  4 events with
overall places at the conclusion. We hope to keep you posted on how our
NSW teams stack up against the ACT teams.
Stay tuned……..

Ange Hamilton



Lamb Liver Dinner
1kg   x    Lamb Mince
1   x    Lamb Liver
1   x    Carrot
1   x    Zucchini
1    x   Pumpkin

Grate carrot, zucchini and a piece of pumpkin.
Cut half the liver into small chunks. Cook mince
and liver in a frying pan add vegetables and cook through.
When cool divide into portions and place in snap lock bags, freeze until needed.

Lamb Liver Training Treats
Cut remaining piece of liver into slices and place on foil covered baking tray.
Set oven at 150° and cook for one to two hours depending on how dry you
want the liver to be. Cut into small treat size pieces.



Trick Competition
My young pup, Winx, is a bit nervous/anxious so I thought teaching him tricks would be a
great way of getting him to concentrate on me and to learn new, fun skills. Also, I trial my
older dog in agility so I need Winx to get used to being in a competition ring as that is what
we will ultimately be doing together.

I started by downloading the tricks rules from the ANKC website (20-trick-dog-rules-
2020v3.pdf (ankc.org.au) ). The first level of tricks is starter. There are 15 different tricks
available to teach, but to do the ‘starter’ competition you only need six tricks. I chose the
six easiest for me and my dog and had a lot of fun.
I had Wendy (our chief instructor) showing and helping me getting the ‘motions’ correct.
Quite a few of the judges are from the obedience area so some can be quite strict in their
judging.

A great thing about tricks competitions is that you can have a container with treats for your
dog in the ring (sealed and on a specific table) so you can treat your dog after each trick
they have performed.

Our first trial was at Port Macquarie. We had three trials as you can only do one competition
per dog per trial so there is a lot of sitting around. Winx did very well in the first trial, but
then started ‘zooming out’ and even ran out of the ring. So only one quallie that weekend.
Our second trial was at Dogs NSW grounds a few weeks ago. He was very happy going into
the ring and doing his part. We had two competitions that day and we finally came away with
two more quallies which means Winx now has TKs (Trick Dog Starter) after his name.

If you are interested in learning some tricks with your dog, chat to Wendy or one of the
other instructors and they will be happy to give you more information.

If you are thinking of competing - Have a think about which tricks you would like to do as you
will need to tether your dog outside the ring as you take your props in for set up. I only used
a step-up and a cone which was easy and quick to set up. Some people bring a jump, box etc.
Whatever works for you and your dog!                                                               Gunilla Doyle



Celebrating the life of Liz Hatcher
19 November 1939 – 14 May 2021

I am writing with a sense of disbelief.  Liz and I were talking last
week and when I asked how she was the answer was always
the same. “I’ve got a bit of a cough but Richard (her doctor)
says I’m doing alright” and Liz always had her happy hour.
I first met Liz 26 years ago when I was invited to join an
advanced training group at Manly Dog Club.  Liz was also in the
group and we both went on to be instructors in the club.  Liz and
I spent many hours training our dogs and then entering
obedience trials and endured many frustrations and delights in
these trials.  When Liz obtained her UD dog title qualification
with her dog Babe, I thought she was going to have a heart
attack, she was so excited.  I was so glad for her knowing the
amount of work she did with Babe.
Over the 26 years we were a good working team – Liz was trial
secretary and I was trial manager with both positions requiring a
lot of work.  One show at Blacktown on a very hot night took so
much out of us we were completely exhausted for a week after.
Liz was very proud of the club and fought hard to implement
changes in the club.  As you will all know Liz didn’t tolerate
fools.  She could be abrasive but it was always in the best
interests of the dogs.  Liz was always ready to implement new
training methods for the dogs, sometimes against opposition
from within the club.
I feel privileged to have worked with her and my success at dog
trials can partly be attributed to Liz’s guidance and helpful hints.
I moved to Newcastle 5 years ago and we rang each other
every week.  Manly and Northern Suburbs Dog Clubs will miss
her greatly.
To the family, Liz was one of the best.
Bob Liddle




